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as to the maintenance of favorable conditions of wildlife and public recrea- 
tion and for protection of public waters against impairment from erosion 
and silting; 
Therefore be it resolved that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners, in convention assembled at Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, this 10th day of September, 1946, reaffirms its support 
for the carrying on by all federal and state agencies concerned of a com- 
prehensive and adequate soil conservation program throughout the country. 
10. Retention of Public Lands 
Whereas the public lands of the United States have been retained or 
purchased by the people of the nation and so administered that the greatest 
public benefits have been derived therefrom ; 
And whereas certain interests are constantly striving to have these 
lands transferred to private ownership; 
Therefore be it resolved that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners, in convention assembled, at Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, this 10th day of September, 1946, opposes all proposals, 
including such measures as Senate Bill S-1945, intended to open the way 
to transfer public lands to private ownership. 
11. Withdrawals of Public Lands 
Whereas there are continual withdrawals and dedications of public 
lands by executive branches of the federal government without advance 
specific approval by Congress in each instance; 
Therefore be it resolved that this Association recommends that Congress 
pass Senate Bill 2394 which will amend the law to provide that such with- 
drawals shall be made only with prior congressional approval and consent 
in each case. 
12. Great Lakes Fisheries 
Whereas the Great Lakes Fisheries constitute a very important industry 
contributing the major portion of the fresh water fish to the markets of 
United States and Canada; 
And whereas the maximum production of the finer food fishes has 
greatly declined over the past several years, and such decline has been 
aggravated because of the lack of uniform management practices by the 
respective states and provinces; 
And whereas previous efforts toward uniformity of regulations, manage- 
ment practices, and research between the respective states and the provinces 
have been largely ineffec^we; 
And whereas action on an international basis is the only practicable 
means of managing, restoring and perpetuating the Great Lakes Fisheries ; 
Therefore be it resolved that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners, in convention assembled at Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, this 10th day of September, 1946, hereby recommend that 
the governments of United States and Canada ratify as soon as possible 
the convention for the development, protection and conservation of the 
Great Lakes Fisheries, signed at Washington on April 2, 1946; and the 
Association further recommends the prompt adoption of the proper and 
necessary implementing legislation by the Congress of the United States 
and Parliament of Canada; and 
Be it further resolved that the Secretary of the Association send copies 
of this resolution to the presiding officers of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the U. S. Congress, to the presiding officers of the Senate and 
House of Commons of the Canadian Parliament, to the Secretaries of the 
Departments of State and Interior of the United States and to the Secre- 
tary of State for External Affairs of Canada and to the Minister of Fish- 
eries of Canada. 
Before I read resolution No. 13 may I say as a matter of information that 
there was presented to the committee a forward-looking proposal to set up 
additional fact-finding and coordinating machinery, but after discussing it at 
some length it was believed the resolution here presented will serve the 
purpose for the present, and until a broader concept has been developed and 
put into operation. 
13. Migratory Waterfowl Regulation 
Whereas the International Association of Game, Fish and Conservation 
Commissioners has confidence in the integrity and ability of the U. S. Fish 
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